
Whose land is the damaged or dangerous tree on?

On Council landOn my neighbours
private land

On my own land On NSW National Park
land

On NSW State Forest

Contact Council and
report the damaging
or dangerous tree

If Council says that
the tree is not

dangerous, you can
seek a second opinion

from an arborist at
your own expense. Tell
the Council about the

arborist’s opinion 

Speak to Council and
seek permission to

remove trees

If Council says that
the tree is not

dangerous, you can
seek a second opinion

from an arborist at
your own expense.

Tell the Council about
the arborist’s opinion 

Contact Council and
report the damaging or

dangerous tree

The Trees (Disputes
Between Neighbours)
Act 2006 applies to
trees and hedges on

private land

First try and resolve
the matter with your

neighbour

If you can’t agree with
your neighbour, you
should try mediation

If mediation fails, then
the Land and

Environment Court of
NSW may be able to
make an order about
the tree. You should

seek legal advice

The National park and
Wildlife Act 1974
applies to NSW

National Parks. There
are also National Park

policies that apply
such as Tree Risk

Management Policy
and Neighbour

Relations Policy.

Contact your local
NPWS Office and

report the damaging
or dangerous tree

If you are unhappy
with the NPWS’s initial
assessment, you can

seek a second opinion
from and arborist

If you are unhappy
with the government

department’s
response, you can

complain to the department’s formal
complaints process

complain to the NSW Ombudsman

get legal advice about a nuisance or
negligence claim

The Forestry Act 2012
applies to NSW State

Forests

Contact NSW Forestry
Corporation and

report the damaging
or dangerous tree

NPWS in addressing the
tree risk to neighbours
may involve managing
the tree hazard (by
conducting tree works) or
choosing to tolerate the
risk if the risk is
assessed to be low

The Land and
Environment Court

can make orders
about a tree that

has caused, is
causing or is likely
to cause damage
to your property

You can try
mediation
through a

Community
Justice Centre

HOW DO I DEAL WITH A DANGEROUS TREE?

South Coast & Country Community Law acknowledges the traditional custodians on the land on which we live and work. We pay our respects to Elders past and present.



HOW DO I DEAL WITH A DANGEROUS TREE?

Resources

Community Justice Centres (NSW DCJ) 

Land and Environment Court 

Your Local Council:
Shoalhaven City Council

Eurobodalla Shire Council
Bega Valley Shire Council

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
Snowy Monaro Regional Council

Referrals

Neighbours and the Law 
Chapter 8: Trees and Plants

Click the links bellow to find out more information. 

https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/legal-and-justice/legal-assistance-and-representation/community-justice-centres.html
https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/legal-and-justice/legal-assistance-and-representation/community-justice-centres.html
https://lec.nsw.gov.au/types-of-cases/class-2---tree-disputes-and-local-government-appeals.html
https://lec.nsw.gov.au/types-of-cases/class-2---tree-disputes-and-local-government-appeals.html
https://www.shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au/Home
https://www.esc.nsw.gov.au/
https://begavalley.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Home
https://www.snowymonaro.nsw.gov.au/Home
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/find-legal-answers/neighbours-and-law/trees-and-plants
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/find-legal-answers/neighbours-and-law/trees-and-plants
https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/find-legal-answers/neighbours-and-law/trees-and-plants

